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ABSTRACT 

A container assembly for stoijlftg and dispensing fopcl items and beverages 
having a vessel and a removable lid. ; The vessel defines a longitudinal axis arid has a 
first tongue and groove member. The removable lid has a lid aperture for accessing an 
interior of the vessel, and a complementary mating ^ond tongue and groove member 
that is rotatable with the lid about the longitudinal axis and relative to the first tongue and 
groove member of the vessel between a lid secured configuration and a lid releasing 
configuration* In the lid secured configuration, the tongue and groove members fully 
engage one another, preventing longitudinal movement of the lid member relative to the 
vessel. In the lid releasing configuration, the tongue and groove members are 
configured so as to permit longitudinal movement of the Fid member relative to the 
vessel, and such that the lid member ib removable from the vessel. 
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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a container for storing and dispersing food Hems 
and beverages, and more particularly, to a container that has a vessel and a removable 
5 lid member with a lid aperture therethrough for accessing an interior of the vessel, with 
the lid member being rotatable between a tongue and groove lid secured configuration 
and a tongue and groove lid releasing configuration relative to the vessel. 

10 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the past, when faced with the prospect of storrig and/or dispensing a number 
of different types of food items at the same time, a person would generally use a like 
number of different containers and/or snack bowls, one each fori each different type of 

15 food item, this practice frequently resulted in an excessive use of containers and 
required a significant amount of space to effectively store same, a consideration that may 
be particularly acute when travelling or in other situations or locations where limited 
storage space is available. Likewise, this use of multiple containers required a significant 
amount of counter or table space to allow for the concurrent dispensing of food items 

20 contained therein and was relatively ineffic^ h this respect, especially insofar as a 
consumer using multiple co^ effectively required to juggle 

same when switching between different types of food items, 

Containers having compartmented vessels with selectively rotatable dispensing 
25 lid members have been developed to overcome these problems and to better store 
and dispense one or more different types of food Items, beverages^ or the like, such as 
can be seen, for example, in US. Pat No. -1^967,81.8 (Page) for a Canister and Like 
Box or Container, in U.S. Pat. N^. 2,903,127 (Dorman) for a Dispensing and Storage 
Container, and in U.S. Pat Nq/>,89&627 (Storey) for an Apparatus, Adaptable to 
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Sales Containers, to Volu^ The different 

containers disclosed by each of these three patents are aB subject to a common 
problem, however, in that their respective lid members are either screw or snap fit onto 
their respective vessels. As such, the rotation of these lid members to selectively 
5 dispense the food items contained therein, and/or the removal of same to effectively 
allow their respective cwtainers tb be filled or re-filled with food items, require the 
expenditure of significant effort and eriergy, suc^ that weak or ftaB persons, including, 
without limitation, the very young, the very old, those with pppr gripping ability, and 
sufferers of arthritis and other debilitating conditions, may not be equal to the task. In part 

10 because of the resulting difficulty that may be so associated with their opening and 
disassembly, these containers are neither adapted to be easily loaded, unloaded, nor to 
removal or interchanging of their respective partition members. 

Accordingly, a primary object of the present : invention is to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that has a removable 

is lid member that is easily rateable between a lid secured configuration and a lid releasing 
configuration. 

Another object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a container assembly, 
for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that has a rotatable lid member 
20 with a lid aperture therethrough ^ an interior thereof. 

A further object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dfispensing food items and beverages, that is sealable so as 
to provide for the effective, secure and safe storage of food items and beverages. 
25 . 

An additional object of one aspect of the invention fe to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that is subdivided into 
a plurality of substantially separate compartments so as to allow for substantially 
separate storage of ^ 
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A still additional object of one aspect of the invention fe to provide a container 
assembly, for storing arid dispersing food items and beverages, that requires relatively 
little storage space. 

A still farther object of one aspect of the invention Is to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dispensing fppd items and beverages,; that allows for efficient 
and selective dispensing of individual types of food item selected from the plurality of 
such types that may be ^ 

A yet still further object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dispensing fwd and beverages, that is simple and 
easy to use. 

Another object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a container assembly, 
for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that is easy to disassemble. 

Yet another object of one aspect of the invention Is to provide a container 
assembly, for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that has a durable and 
reliable construction and Is freezer, microwave, and dishwasher safe. 

StiH yet another object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a coTtetaer 
assembly, for storing and dispensing fbpd items and beverages, that reduces the risk of 
spillage or accidental lojss of any food items or beverages tfiat may be stored 
theriawithin. 

Another object of one aspect of the invention is to provide a contafoer assembly, 
for storing and dispensing food items and beverages, that is inexpensive and easy to 
manufacture. 



CA 02391823 2002-06-27 . 



SUMMARY OF THE H*V?NtlpN 

5 In aoxwdance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, there is 

disclosed a container assembly for storing and dispensing food Items and beverages. 
The assembly comprises a vessel and a selectively removable lid member. The 
vessel defines a longitudinal axis, a bottom wall, and a continuous side wall that extends 
upwardly from the bottom wall toward a substantially annular rim portion. The rim portion 

10 defines a top opening to an interior of the vessel, and is shaped and dimensioned so as 
to define a first tongue and groove member. The selectivity removable lid member 
has a perimeter Dd portion surrounding a substantially circular central fid portion. The 
perimeter lid portion engages the rim portion of the vessel h substantially juxtaposed 
relation. The central fid; portion is ai substantially overlying relation with the top opening 

15 of the vessel. The central lid portion defines a lid aperture therethrough for accessing the 
interior of the vessel. According [to thtepeferied embocHmerit of the present invention, 
the perimeter lid portion of the |id member is shaped and cHmen^ipned so as to define a 
complementary mating second tongue and! groove member ftat is irotatable with the lid 
member about the longitudinal axis and relative to the first tongue and groove member 

20 of the vessel between a lid secured configuration and a lid releasing configuration. The 
lid secured configuration is such that the -_tonq^ jpndr'grogvvfc- it«avnbam._iuSly engage one 
another so as to prevent Ion0tudin^ movement of the lid number relative to the 
vessel. The lid releasing cx>nfiguration is such ^at the tongue and groove members are 
configured with respect to one another so as to permit longitudinal movement of the lid 

25 member rotative to the vessel. The lid member is removal from the vessel in the lid 
releasing configuration^ 

According to a further aspect of ^ preferred embodiment of the inventlon^ the 
assembly further comprises a.: selectively removable blocking member having a 
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perimeter blpclgng portion s The perimeter blocking 

portion is substantially interposed in the 
perimeter lid portion of jthe lid member. The centred blocking portion fe 6h substantially 
overlying relation with the top open in at 

5 least partially obstructing relation between the lid aperture and the interior of the vessel. 
The blocking member is removable when the lid member is removed from the container 
assembly. 

According to another aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
10 assembly further comprises a selectively removable first parthipn member that engages 
an inner wall surface of the interior of the vessel so as to define at least two substantially 
separate longitudinal compartments within the interior. The ftst partition member is 
substantially interposed between the bottom wall and the central tid portion of the lid 
member. The lid aperture of the central lid portion is selectively and rotatably 
15 positionable, with rotation of the ..iU-|vmh^ter /: "H "*» lid secured configuration, to be h 
substantially overlying relation with respect to each of the compartments. The first 
partition member is removable through the top opening when the lid member and the 
blocking member are each respectively removed from the vessel. 

20 According to a still further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, 

the assembly further comprises a selectively removable second partition member that 
removably engages the first partition member and the inner waH surface of the vessel so 
as to together define at least three .substantially separate longitudinal compartments 
within the interior. The second partition member is also substantially interposed 

25 between the bottom wall and the central pd portion of the lid member, and is removable 
through the top opening When the Hd member and the blocking member are each 
respectively removed from the vessel. 



5- 
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According to an additional: aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the first tongue and groove member of the vessel defines an arcuate track groove and a 
first release groove. The arcuate; track groove at least partially drcumscribes the rim 
portion of the vessel in substantially transverse relation to the longitudinal axis. The first 

5 release groove extends substantially upwardly from the arcuate track groove to a rim 
top portion of the nm portion that is substantially adjacent to the top opening of the 
vessel. According to this additional aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the complementary mating second tongue and groove member of the lid 
member comprises a first tongue member extending from the perimeter lid portion. 

10 The first tongue member is shaped and dimensioned to fully engage the arcuate track 
groove in the lid secured configuration. The first tongue member is further shaped and 
dimensioned so as to be aligned with, and removably passable through, the first 
release groove of the vessel in the lid releasing configuration. 

is According to a still yet further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 

invention, the arcuate track groove and the first release groove are each respectively 
shaped in the rim portion in an outer wafl surface of the vessel. According to this still yet 
further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the perimeter lid portion 
further comprises a downwardly directed skirt portion having an inner skirt surface. The 

20 first tongue member extends from the inner skirt surface in a first substantially inward 
direction. 

According to a yet still further aspect of the invention, the 'inner wall surface of the 
interior of the vessel has a first elongate channel formed therein. The first elongate 
25 channel is adapted to receive a first lateral edge portion of the first partition member h 
removably secured sliding relation. 

According to yet another aspect of the invention, the inner wait surface of the 
interior of the yessei has a sjacohd elongate channel formed therein. The second 



-6- 



CA 02391823 2002-06-27 



elongate channel is adapted to r^iye a second lateral edge portion of the first partition 
member in removably s^redsl^ 

According to a still fortiier aspect of the invention, the first elongate channel and 
the second elongate channel of the inner wall of the vessel are each respectively 
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis. 

According to a further aspect of the invention, the first elongate channel te n 
substantially diametrically opposed relation with the second elongate channel relative to 
the longitudinal axis. 

According to a further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
first partition member arid the second partition member are eadh respectively 
substantially planar in crossrsection and substantially rectangular h shape. The first 
partition member and the second partition member each have a respective upper edge 
portion and a respective lower ^ge pprtipn. 

According to artother aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
first partition member and the second partition member are respectively further shaped 
so as to define a first longitudinal aperture and a second longitudinal aperture 
respectively therethrough. The first longitudinal aperture extends from the upper edge 
portion of the first partition member part way toward its respective lower edge portion. 
The second longitudinal aperture extends from the lower edge portion of the second 
partition member part way toyvaid its respective upper edge portion. The first 
longitudinal aperture is adapted to removably engage the second partition member as 
aforesaid, whilst the second k^^d^ is adapted to removably engage the 

first partition member. The at least three substantially separate compartments comprise 
four substantially separate conipartments. The second partition member is removable 
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from the first partition member through the top opening when the (id member and the 
blocking member are each respectively removed from the vessels 

According to an additional aspect of the; preferred embodiment of the invention, 
5 the perimeter blocking portion of the blpdking member is shaped so as to define a first 
perimeter aperture therethrough. The: first perimeter aperture is aligned with, and 
permits passage of, the first tongue member of the lid member, when it is further aligned 
with the first release groove of the vessel, in the lid releasing configuration. 

10 According to a sffll yet further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 

invention, the arcuate track groove of the vessel completely drcumscribes the outer wall 
surface of the vessel. The second tongue and groove member together with the lid 
member is fully rotatable relative to the arcuate back groove of the first tongue and 
groove member and the vessel. 

15 '. 

According to a yet sWI Wither aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the first tongue and groove member further defines release groove 

shaped in the jfrn portion of the vessel; The second releaise 

groove extends substantially ; . upWaMiy ::1tom ;tiw..-'arotialja _ tnick groove to the rim top 

20 portion of the vessel. According to this yet still: furth^ aspect of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the secoi^to^ and groove member further 
comprises a second tongue m#toer that extends from the inner skirt surface in a 
second substantially inward direqtion. The second, tongue member is shaped and 
dimensioned to fully engage the arcuate tirade groove in the lid secured configuration. 

25 The perimeter blocking potion ^ to define a 

second perimeter aperture tlTOreftit^. The second tongue rrtember is aligned with, 
and is removably passable throqgh, |^e sek^d refuse groove of the vessel knd the 
second perimeter aperture of the bloc^ng merriber in the lid releasing configuration. 
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According to yet \ another aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the blocking member is in sealed and fully obslnjcted relation with respect to the interior 
of the vessel in the lid secured configuration. 

According to another aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, each 
one of the compartments is of a substantially equal size to each respective other one. 
According to this aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the lid aperture of 
the central lid portion is sized and shaped so as to be rotatably positionable, with 
rotation of the lid member, in substantially overlying relation with a selected single one of 
the compartments. 

According to another aspect of toe preferred embodiment of the invention, each 
one of the compartments is of a substantially equal size to each respective other one. 
According to this aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the lid aperture of 
the central lid portion is sized and shaped so as to be rotatably positionable, with 
rotation of the lid member, in substantially overlying relation with a selected adjacent two 
of the compartments. 

According to a still further aispect of tiie preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the continuous side wall of the vessel is substantially cylindncal in shape. Also according 
to this still further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the bottom waB 
and the blocking member are each h cross-section and 

circular in shape and substantially transverse to the longitudinal axis. Also according to 
this still further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, the central lid portion 
is substantially planar p cross-iectioh and substantially transverse to the longitudinal 
axis. Also according to this still further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the lid member is substantially cwxtar in shape. Also according to this stiD 
further aspect of toe preened emfc^iment of the invention, the skirt portion completely 
circumscribes the perimeter lid portion of the lid member. 
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According to an additional aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the first release groove and the second release groove are each respectively elongate 
in shape and substantially parate axis. 

According to a still yet further aspect of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the vessel further comprises a handle member extending outwardly from the 
vessel. 

10 According to another aspect of the preferred embodiment of the invention, with 

respect to the longitucfirial axis, the first tongue rnember, the first release groove, arid the 
first perimeter aperture of the blocking member are respectively in substantially 
diametrically opposed relation with the second tongue member, the second release 
groove, and the second perimeter aperture of the blocking member. As such, in the lid 

15 releasing configuration, each of the first tongue member and the second tongue member 
is removably passable: thrgtis^'. is||fri^.9f/tlw-.1iM release groove ;■ and the first perimeter 
aperture or the second release groove and the second perimeter aperture of the 
blocking member. 

20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAW! HQS 

The novel features which are - believed to be characteristic of the present 
invention, as to its structure, qi^anE^dipn, use arid method of operation, together with 
further objectives and advantages thereof, wiR be better understood from the following 
25 drawings, bt which a presently; pyefa^ the invention wiB now be 

illustrated by way of example ft is expressly understood, however, that the drawings 
are for the purpose of rRustratlon and d^scriptiGin only, and are not intended as a 
definition of the limits of the Invention. In lhe ai^mpm^ drawings: 
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Rgure 1 is a tbpj front yfew 6f a contaher assembly 

for storing and dispensir^ items and bwerages according to the invention; 

Rgure 2 is a top front left; p&rsp&tive partially exploded view of the container 
assembly of Rgure 1 on ai larger scale; v 

Figure 3 is a top front left perspective partially exploded view of the container 
assembly of Rgure 2, shown with certain components removed therefrom for ease of 
illustration; 

Rgure 4 is a bottom front fight perspective view of the lid member of Figure 1, 
shown removed from the contamer assembly; 

Fijgure 5 is a bottom plan view of the lid mem 

Figure 6 is a top plan view along sight line 6^5 of Figure 3, with an arcuate track 
groove of the vessel shown in dotted outline; 

Rgure 7 is atop front left perspective yiw of the contabier assembly of , Figure 
3 f shown assembled in a lid releasing configuration; 

Figure 8 is a sectional view along s^ght line 8-8 of Rgure 7, shown in a fid 
releasing configuration with the first partition member and the second partition member 
removed therefrom; 



Figure 9 is a top front k?ft perspective view container assembly of Figure 
3, shown assembled in a lid secured <^n^uratipn; and 
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Figure 10 is a sectional view along sight line 10-10 of Figure 9, shown n a lid 
releasing configuration with the first partition member and the second partition member 
removed therefrom, 

5 ' •■ . ■ ■ [' • •'• 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to Figure. 1 of the drawings, there is shown an exploded 
perspective view of a container assembly 20 for storing and dispensing food items and 

to beverages (not shown), according to a preferred embodiment of the invention; The 
preferred embodarient of the assembly 20 shown in Figure 1 consists of a vessel 22, a 
first partition member 73, a second; partition rnember 83, a blocking member 64, and a 
lid member 48. As descnbed in significantly more detail below, each of the first partition 
member 73, the second partition ffiettpBr 83, the blocking member 64, and the lid 

15 member 48 is selectively removable from the container assembly 20. 

As best shorn n Figures 6, 8 and 10, the vessel 22 defines a tongftudinaJ axis 
"A" and has a bottom wall 24 tng is gai^ to <^s^s^ ar^ (Scuter in shape and 
substantially transverse to the longitudinal axis "A". The vessel j 22 also has a handle 

20 member 44 extending outwardly from the vessel 22, and a continuous side wall 26 that 
is preferably cylindrical in shape and extends upwardly from the bottom waJI 24 toward 
an annular rim portion 28. The rim portion 28 of the vessel 22 defines a top opening 32 
to an interior 34 of the vessel 22. As best shown in Figures 2, 3, 6 and 8, the rim 
portion 28 of the vessel 22 further defines a first tongue and groove member 46 

25 shaped in an outer wall surface 42 thereof . In the preferred embodiment best shown h 
Figures 2, 3, 6 and 8, the first tongue ^-groove memoes firet release 

groove 46a, a second release groove 4^b, . and an arcuate track groove 46c. The 
areuate track groove 46c preferably completely drcur^ribes the outer wall surface 42 
of the vessel 22 ii substantially ^ to the longitudinal axis "A". Each of 
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the first release groove 46a and the second release groove" 46b is respectively 
elongate in shape and extends upwardly from the arcuate track groove 46c, parallel to 
the longitudinal axis "A"; to a rim top portion 30 of the rim portion 28 that is adjacent to 
the top opening 32 of the vessel 22. 

5 . 

As best shown in Figures 4 and 5, the lid member 48 is preferably also circular h 
shape and has a perimeter lid portion 52 surrounding a circular central lid portion 50. the 
central |id ponton 50 is preferably of planar cross-section, and defines a substantially 
sector shaped lid aperture 54 therethrough for accessing the interior 34 of the vessel 22. 

10 In the preferred embodiment shown, the perimeter lid portion 52 of the fid member 48 
has a downwardly directed and, completely drpumso*)ing skirt portion 60 that has an 
inner skirt surface 62. The Inner sHrt surface 62 defines a complementary mating second 
tongue and groove member 56. The complementary mating second tongue and 
groove member 56 is irotataple WHh the fid member 48 about toe longitudinal axis "A" 

is and relative to the first tongue and groove member 46 of the vessel 22, between a lid 
secured configuration (as best seen in Figurea9 and 10) and a lid releasing cc^uralion 
(as best seen in Figures 7and8), which ^ c^figurations are described more fully below. 

In the preferred embodiment shown, the second tongue and groove member 
20 56 consists of a first tongue member 56a and a second tongue member 56b that 
extend from the inner skirt surface 62 h a first substantially inward direction "B" and a 
second substantially inward direction "0* respectively. In Rgure 5, the first and second 
substantially inward directions, "B" and "C" respectively, are shown to be substantially 
radial in direction. As best seen ^Figure 10, the first and second tongue members, 56a 
25 and 56b respectively, are shaped and dimensioned to fully engage the arcuate track 
groove 46c in the lid secured configuration. The first and second tongue members 56a, 
56b, together with the lid member 48, are fully and slkfably rptatable relative to the 
arcuate track groove 4$c of the vessel 22. As best seen h Figures 5, 6 artd 8, the fiist 
and second tongue members 56a, 56b are respectively further shaped and 

: . ■ - ,->;i3V .. . .' 



CA 02391823 2002-06-27 



dimensioned so as to be aligned with, and removably and slidably passable through, 
the first and second release grooves 46a; 46b; respectiveiy of the vessel 22 in the Bd 
releasing configuration. 

5 Figures 1 through 3 show the preferable planar cross-section and substantially 

circular shape of the blocking member 64 and its transverse orientation relative to the 
longitudinal axis "A". The blocking member 64 win also be seen to have a perimeter 
blocking portion 68 surrounding a circular antral blocking portion 70. With specific 
reference now to Figures 8 and 10, it will be seen that the perimeter blocking portion 68 

10 is interposed between the rim- portion 28 and the perimeter lid portion 52 of the lid 
member 48 in juxtaposed relation. In the lid secured configuration best shown in Figure 
10, the perimeter blocking portion 68 is interposed between the rim portion 28 and the 
perimeter lid portion 52 of the lid member 48 in sealed and fully obstructed relation with 
respect to the interior 34 of the vessel 22. In the lid secured configuration, the container 

is assembly 20 is thus sealed so as to provide for the effective, secure and safe storage 
of food items and beverages. The central blocking portion 70 is in overlying relation with 
the top opening 32 of the vessel 22, and the central lid portion 50 is, in turn, in overlying 
relation with the central 1 Msd^lpfg^^^ty. blocking member 64. The cental 
blocking portion 70 is interposed in sealed and fully obstructed relation between the lid 

?o aperture 54 and the interior 34 of the vessel 22, 

The perimeter blocking portion 68 of ttie blocking member 64 has a first 
perimeter aperture 66aiand a second perimeter aperture 66b therethrough, such that the 
perimeter blocking portion 68 is shaped so as to be substantially congruent with the 
25 outer wall surface 42 of the vessel 22 adjacent the rim top portion 30. The first and 
second perimeter apertures 66a, 66b are aligned with, and permit passage of, the first 
and second tongue members 56a, 56b of the lid member 48, when further aligned with 
the first and second release grooves 46a; 46b of the vessel 22, h the lid releasing 
configuration (as best shown in Figure 8)v 
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It should be ncited that,; in the^ p^ierred embodiment; with respect to the 
longitudinal axis "A n , the first tongue member 56a, the first release groove 46a, and the 
first perimeter aperture 66a of the blocking member 64 are respectively in substantially 
5 diametrically opposed relation with the second tongue member 56b, the second 
release groove 46b, and the second perimeter aperture 66b of the blocking member 
64. Further, acxx)rxling to this prefe 

shown in Figure 8, each of tfefir^ 56a, 56b is removably 

passable through either of the first release groove and the fast perimeter aperture, 46a 

10 and 66a respectively, or the second release groove and the second perimeter aperture, 
46b and 66b respectively. In this manner, the lid releasing configuration will be seen to 
comprise at least a first lid releasing configuration (as best shown in Figure 8) and a 
second lid releasing, pqnfiguraticxi (not shbwnjj such that the lid member 48 may be 
even more easily removed from the vessel 22; 

is . ' ; ; • 

As best shown in Figures 1 ?nd 2, the first partition member 73 and the second 
partition member 83 are each respectively substantially planar in cross-section and 
substantially rectangular in shape, having a respective first lateral edge portion 75a, 85a, 
a respective second lateral edge portion 75b, 85b, a respective upper edge portion 

20 77a, 87a, and a respective lower edge ftortibn 77b, 87b, As well, the first and second 
partition members 73, 83 are respectively ftirther shaped so as to define a first 
longitudinal aperture 79 and ^ seppnd longitudinal a^ therethrough. 
In the preferred embodiment of the first partition member 73 shown in Rgure 1, the first 
longitudinal aperture 79 extends from a transverse center of its upper edge portion 77a 

25 slightly past a longitudinal center of the first, partition member 73 toward its respective 
lower edge portion 77b. In the preferred embodiment of the second partition member 
83 shown h Figure 1, the second ^ from a transverse 

center of its lower edge portion 87b jsli^tly Vpast a longitudinal center of the second 
partition member 83 toward its respective upper edge portion 87a. In this manner, the 
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first longitudinal aperture 79 is adapted to slidably and removably engage the second 
partition member 83, whilst the second toncjtudinal aperture 89 is adapted to slidably 
and removably engage the :\fM'P^i^Ti-i!rieWb^TOi- : •• 

As best shown in Figure 2, the first and second partition members 73, 83 are 
interposed between the bottom wail 24 and the central blocking portion 70 of the 
blocking member 64. With reference now to Figures 1 and 2, each of the respective 
first and second lateral edge portions 75a, 75b, 85a, 85b of each of the first and second 
partition members 73, 83 will be seen to slidably engage an inner wall surface 36 of the 
interior 34 of vessel 22. In this manner, the first and second partition members 73, 83 
together define four substantially separate compartments 40 of a substantially equal 
size to each other within the interior 34 of vessel 22. It should be noted that the first and 
second partition members 73, 83 may be shaped such that the width between the first 
and second lateral edge portions 75a, 75b of the first partition member 73 equals the 
corresponding width between the respective first and second lateral edge portions 85a, 
85b of the second partition member 83, and such that the first and second partition 
members 73, 33 may be interchanged with respect to One another withjn the container 
assembly 20. 

In the embodiment of the invention best shown h Rgures 3, 8 and 10, the inner 
wall surface 36 of the interior 34 of ttie vessei 22 has a first elongate channel 35a and a 
second elongate channel 35b formed therein. Preferably, the first and second elongate 
channels 35a, 35b are each respectively in parallel and diametrically opposed relation 
with one another and relative to the longitudinal axis "A". Further, the first and second 
elongate channels 35a, 35b are respectively adapted to receive the first and second 
lateral edge portions, 75a . and 75b respectively, of the first partition member 73 h 
sliding and removably secured relation. It should be noted that, the container assembly 
20 may be provided without either or both of the first and second elongate channels 
35a* 35b, and/or the assembly 20 may be provided such that the inner wall surface 36 
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of the assembly 20 may be slightly non-cylindrical In shape, so as to accommodate first 
and second partition members 73, 83 of equal width to one another, as contemplated h 
one of the aforementioned embodiments of the invention. 

In use, and as aforesaid, each of the first partition member 73, the second 
partition member 83, the blocking member 64, and the lid member 48 is selectively 
removable from the container assembly 20. The lid secured configuration, as best 
shown h Figure 10, is such that the fi«^ and second tongue members, 56a and 56b 
respectively, fuHy engage the arcuate track groove 46c, as aforesaid, so as to prevent 
longitudinal movement of the lid member 48 relative to the vessel 22. Conversely, and 
as best shown in Figure 8, h the lid releasing configuration, the first and second tongue 
members, 56a and 56b respectively, are aligned with, and removably passable 
through, both the first and second release grooves 46a, 46b of the vessel 22 and the 
first and second perimeter apertures 66a, 66b of the blocking member 64. In this 
manner* the lid releasing configuration permits longitudinal movement of the lid member 
48 relative to the vessel 22, such that the lid member 48 is then removable therefrom. 

The btock|hg member 64 may :be removed from the vessel 22 when the lid 
member 48 is removed from the container assembly 20. With the blocking member 64 
so removed from the container assembly 20, the four compartments 40 In the interior of 
the vessel may be filled with as many as four different types of food items, without any 
significant toteimingling thereof. The blocking member 64 may then be replaced on the 
vessel 22 with the first and second perimeter apertures 66a, 66b aligned with the first 
and second release grooves 46a, 46b, so as to allow the lid member 48 to be 
replaced on the container assembly 20 with the first and second tongue members 56a, 
56b passing therethrough. With the first and second tongue members 56a, 56b 
engaging the first and Second release grooves 46a, 46b, the blocking member 64 may 
be rotated about the tonghudinaj axis "A" of the ve^i 22, such that the first and second 
perimeter apertures 66a, 66b are nO longer aligned with the first and second release 
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grooves 46a, 46b as aforesaid. Trie lid member 48 may be easily rotated from the lid 
releasing configuration to the lid secured configuration, so as to once again interpose the 
perimeter blocking portion 68 of the blocking member 64 between the rim portion 28 
and the perimeter fid portion 52 of the lid member 48 h juxtaposed relation, and 'n 
sealed and fully obstructed relation with respect to the interior 34 of the vessel 22. In 
this manner, the container assembly 20 is easily scalable so as to provide tor the 
effective, secure and safe storage of food items As well, the container assembly 20 will 
likewise be seen to thus allow for easy and substantially separate storage of a plurality 
of types of food items therewirhin. 

Onceme blocWng member, 64 has been removed from the container assembly 
20, the lid member 43 may alternately be cKtbc^ replaced on the vessel 22 so as to 
allow access to the interior 34 thereof Without the blocking member 64, the substantial 
sector shape of the lid aperture 54 allows it to be rotatably positionable, with rotation of 
the lid member 48, in substantially overlying relation witti any selected one of the 
compartments 40. In this manner, the container assembly 20 aHows tor an easy , efficient 
and selective dispensing of individual types of food items, as selected from foe plurality 
of such types as may be stored merey^ithin. As well, because the (id aperture 54 is also 
rotatably positionable with rotation of the lid member 48 so as to be in substantially 
overlying relation wrth any selected adjacent two of the compartments 40, me assembly 
20 further allows for a mixed or blended or alternate dispensing of different food items 
that may be stored in adjacent compartments 40 The container assembly 20, with Its 
multiple compartments 40, significantly reduces the risk of spillage or accidental toss of 
food items therefrom since, in the preferred embodiment, no more than two 
compartments 40 may be accessed at any one time, For this reason, among other, the 
container assembly 20 will be seen to be very simple and easy to use. 

The second partition member 83 may be removed from the container assembly 
20* and from the first partition member 73, through the top opening 32 when the lid 
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member 49 and the blocking member 64 are each respectively removed from the 
vessel 22. With the second partition member 83 so removed from the container 
assembly 20, the first partition member 73 will, on its own, define only two substantially 
separate longitudinal compartments (hot shx>wh); arid tie two ; compartments in the 

s interior 34 of the vessel 22 may then be filled with as many as two different types of 
food items, without any significant intenningling thereof. The lid member 48, and 
possibly the blocking member 64, may then be replaced on the container assembly 20 
so as to provide either for the effective, secure, safe, and substantially separate storage, 
or for the efficient and Selective dispensing, of different individual types of food items as 

10 may be stored therewithin. 

Similarly, the first partition member * 3 may be removed from the container 
assembly 20 through the top opening 32 when the lid member 48 and the blocking 
member 64 are each respectively removed from the vessel 22. With the first partition 

is member 73 so removed from the container assembly 20, the interior 34 of the vessel 
22 will be undivided as best shown in Figure 3, and it may then be filled with food items 
or beverages. The lid member 48, and possibly the blocking member 64, may then 
be replaced on the container assembly 20 so as to provide either for the effective, 
secure, sate, and substantially separate storage, or for the efficient and selective 

20 dispensing, of the food items or beverages as may be stored therewithin. 

it will be noted that, by easily rotatog tiie lid member 48; relative to the vessel 
22, from the lid secured configuration (as best shown h Figure 9) to the fid releasing 
configuration (as best shown in Figure 7)i the lid member 48 may be easily removed 
25 therefrom* thus further allowing for the easy disassembly of the container assembly 20. 
It will also be noted that the container assembly 20 is compact arid makes an efficient 
use of space to store a plurality of different food items, thus requiring relatively little 
storage space. In me preferred ertibo^ is constructed 

from materials that are selected ^i#>lEliiiabjK-«!9d reliable properties so as to be 
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freezer, microwave, and dishwasher sate. With its relatively simple design, the container 
assembly 20 also has a reliable <x)nstnjdSc3n, and fe inexpensive and easy to 
manufacture. 

5 Various other modifications and alterations may be used in the design and 

manufacture of the container assembly for storing and dispensing food items and 
beverages according toithi present invert^ its spirit arid scope 

which is limited only by the acxx>mpsmying claims. For example, an outer skirt surface of 
the lid member 48 might be provided with straight coarse knurled grooves shaped 
10 therein (not shown), or other gripping means, to allow for even still easier rotation of the 
lid member 48 relative to the vessel 22. ; 

In another example, the continuous side waH 26 might be other than substantially 
c^rkdrical in shape, with only the rim portion 28 being so shaped. Instead of the 

15 specified slidabie relationship of the tongue members 56a, 56b relative to release 
grooves 46a, 46b and the arcuate track groove 46c, the components might engage 
each ottier in a notched mov^ of the partition 

members 73, 83 with respect to the inner wall surface 36 of the vessel 22 and with 
respect to each other. As well, the vessel 32 might instead be provided with first and 

20 second tongue portions, with the lid member 48 being provided with first and second 
release grooves and an arcuate track groove. 

In a still further example ^ the longftudihal 

axis "A", the first and second tongue members 56a, 56b, the first and second release 
25 grooves 46a, 46b, and the first and second perimeter apertures 66a, 66b mi^rt be 
other than in sute one another, so 

as to provide for only a single; lid n^slrig ix)rfflgurcition. Alternately, the container 
assembly 20 might be ipipyided wift riipre or ;lei^ «^ two tongue members, release 
grooves, and perim^er apertures. Obw^ 22, and 
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the blocking member 64 might each be provided with any number of visual indicators or 
markings thereon to assist in aligning the respective tongue members, release grooves, 
and perimeter apertures with each other. The lid member 48 may be provided with a 
circumfetenM^ a user in; drin^g frqrn container assembly 20 with the 

5 lid member 48 in place thereon. Such a non-drip seal might take any number of forms, 
including, without limitation, seals incoitx^n^ the use of "O'-ring gaskets. 

By way of yet another example, the ltd aperture 54 might be bigger or smaller 
than that indicated in the accompanying figures, or it might be of a non-sector shape. As 

10 welt, the container assembly 20 might be provided with more than two partition 
members. Likewise, this compartments 40 might be completely sealed with respect to 
one another. As well, the first and second tongue and groove connection members of 
the container assembly 20 might instead specify bayonet mounting of the lid member 
48 on the vessel 22. The release grooves and tie arcuate track groove could instead 

15 be shaped on the inner wall surface 36 of the vessel 22, with complementary tongue 
members extending from the perimeter lid portion 52 of the lid member 48. As well, 
the first and second substantially inward directions of the first and second tongue 
members 56a, 56b respectively might be other than substantially radial in direction. 

20 In another example of potential mocflBcation, the compartments might other than 

of a substantially equal size with one another. The second partition member might be 
laterally offset with respect to the Hm j^ar^oh member, or the first and second elongate 
channels might be h other than diametilcally opposed relation with one another. 
Likewise, the elongate channels need not be parallel to the longitudinal axis "A". In a still 

25 further example, the second partition member might define cross-sectional 
compartments instead of longitudinal ones. 

Obviously, the present invention allows for a wide variety of different possible 
combinations of the various modified arid alterations specifically contemplated 
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herein, arid as such, it should perhaps be noted :&^9g0fa\M?fa : ptBseift invention is 
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE 
PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE JS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. A container assembly for storing and dispensing food items and 

beverages, said assembly comprising: 



10 



a) a vessel defining a longitudinal axis, a bottom wall, and a 
continuous side wall extending upwardly from said bottom waD 
toward a substantially annular rim portion, with said rim portion 
defining a top opening to an interior of said vessel, and with said 
ran portion being shaped and dimensioned so as to define a first 
tongue and groove member; and 



15 



20 



25 



b ) a selectively removable lid member having a perimeter lid portion 
surrounding a substantially cinxJar central lid portion, said perimeter 
lid portion engaging said rim portion of said vessel in substantially 
juxtaposed relation, said central lid portion being in substantially 
overlying relation with said top opening of said vessel, with said 
central Gd portion defining a lid aperture therethrough for accessing 
said interior of said vessel, and with said perimeter lid portion of 
said lid member being shaped and dimensioned so as to define a 
complementary mating second tongue and groove member that is 
rotatable with said lid member about said longitudinal axis and 
relative to said first tongue and groove member of said vessel 
between a lid secured configuration and a lid releasing configuration, 
with said lid secured configuration being such that said tongue and 
groove members fully engage one another so as to prevent 
longitudinal movement of said lid member relative to said vessel, 
and with said Gd releasing configuration being such that said tongue 
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and groove merpbers are rdpnfigurad respect to one another 
so as to permit longitudinal movement of said lid member relative 
to said vessel, and such that said lid member is removable from 
said vessel In said lid releasing configuration. 

An assembly acconfrcig to cfeftn i , wherein said assembly further 
comprises a selectively removable blocking member having a perimeter 
blocking portion surrounding a central bloddng portion, said perimeter 
blocking portion substantially interposed h juxtaposed relation between 
said rim portion and said perimeter lid portion of said lid member, and said 
central IWoc^ng portion; overlying relation with said 

top opening of said vessel, and substantially interposed in at least 
partially obstructing re^tbn between said lid aperture and said interior of 
said vessel, with said blocking member being removable when said lid 
member is removed from said container assembly. 

An assembly accoidhg to dam 2, wherein said assembly further 
comprises a selective^ removable first partition member engaging an 
inner wall surface of said interior of said vessel so as to define at least two 
substantially sepai^ for^^ compartments within sad interior, wjth 
said first partition member being substantially interposed between said 
bottom wall and said oaTtoal licj portion of said lid member, such that said 
lid aperture of said centred Hd portion is selectively and rotatably 
positionable, with rotation of said lid member in the lid secured 
configuration, to be in substantially overlying relation with respect to each 
of said compartmentis, and with said first partition member being 
removable through ssrid top opening When said fid member and said 
blocking member are each, respectively removed from said vessel. 
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An assembly according to claim 3, wherein said assembly further 
comprises a selectively; removable second partition member removably 
engaging said fist partition member and said inner wall surface of said 
vessel so as to together define at least three substantially separate 
longitudinal compartments within said interior, with said second partition 
member also being substantially interposed between said bottom wall 
and said central lid portion of said lid member, and being removable 
through said top opening when said lid member and said blocking 
member ^e ea(* respectwely removed from said vessel; 

An assembly according to claim 4, wherein said first tongue and groove 
member of said vessel defines an arcuate track groove and a first release 
groove, with said arcuate track groove at least partially circumscribing said 
rim portion of said vessel in substantially transverse relation to said 
longitudinal axis, and with said first release groove extending substantially 
upwardly from said ajcuate track groove to a rim top portion of said rim 
portion that is substantially adjacent to said top opening of said vessel, 
and wherein said complementary mating second tongue and groove 
member of said lid member comprises a first tongue member extending 
from said perimeter fid portion, with said first tongue member being 
shaped and dimensioned to fully engage said arcuate track groove h said 
lid secured configuration, and being further shaped and dimensioned so as 
to be aligned with, and removably passable through, said first release 
groove of said vessel in saJd lid releasing configuration. 

An assembly according to claim 5, wherein said arcuate track groove and 
said first release groove are each respectively shaped h said rim portion 
h an outer wall surface of said vessel, and wherein said perimeter Od 
portion further comprises a downwardly directed skirt portion, with said skirt 
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portion having an inner skirt surface, and with said first tongue member 
extending from said inner skirt surface in a first substantially inward 
direction. : 

An assembly according to claim 6, wherein said inner wall surface of said 
interior of said vessel has formed therein a first elongate channel adapted 
to receive a first lateral edge pbrtipri of said first partition member h 
removably secured relation. 

An assembly according to claim 7, wherein said inner wall surface of said 
interior of said vessel has formed therein a second elongate channel 
adapted to receive ft s€KX)nd lateral edge portion of said first partition 
member in removably secured fejation. 

An assembly according to claim 8, wherein said first elongate channel and 
said second elongate channel of said inner wall of said vessel are each 
respectively substantially parallel ^ to said tongitucHnal axis. 

An assembly acrorxijng to c^ sad/first elongate channel is h 

substantially diametrical with said second elongate 

channel relative to said longitudinal a)cis. 

An assembly aa»rdirig;to one df claims: 6 to 10, wherein said first partition 
member iand said second psutWph member are each respectively 
substantially filanar h cip^ iBCteuigular h shape, 

each having a respective upper edge portion and a respective lower 
edge portion. 
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An assembly according to claim 11, wherein said first partition member 
and said second partition member are respectively further shaped so as 
to define a first longitudinal aperture and a second longitudinal aperture 
respectively therethrough, with said first longitudinal aperture extending 
from said upper edge, portion of said fins* partition member part way 
toward its said respective lower edge portion, and with said second 
longitudinal aperture extending from said lower edge portion of said 
second partition member part way toward its said respective upper edge 
portion, such that said finst longitudinal aperture is adapted to removably 
engage said second partition member as aforesaid whilst said second 
longitudinal aperture is adapted to removably engage said first partition 
member, such that said at least three Substantially separate compartments 
comprise four substantially separate compartments, with said second 
partition member being removable from said first partition member 
through said top Opening when said lid member and said blocking 
member are each respectively removed from said vessel. 

An assembly according to clatm 12, wherein said perimeter blocking 
portion of said blocking member is shaped so as to define a first 
perimeter aperture therethrough, with said first perimeter aperture being 
aligned with, and pemiltting passage of, said first tongue member of said 
lid member* when further aligned with said first release groove of said 
vessel, in said lid releasing configuration. 

An assembly according to dam 13, wherein said arcuate track groove of 
said vessel completely circumscribes said outer wall surface of said 
vessel, such that said second tongue and groove member together with 
said lid member is fully rotatable relative to said arcuate track groove of 
said first tongue and groove member and said vessel. 
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An assembly according; to claim 14, wherein said first tongue and groove 
member .further defines a secoM release groove shaped in said rim 
portion in said outer wall surface of said vessel and extending substantially 
upwardly from said arcuate track groove to said rim top portion of said 
vessel, wherein said second tongue and groove member further 
comprises a second tongue member extending from said ftner skirt 
surface in a second substantially inward direction, with said second tongue 
member being shaped and dimensioned to fully engage said arcuate 
track groove in said lid secured configuration, and wherein said perimeter 
blocking portion of said blocking member is shaped so as to define a 
second perimeter aperture therethrough, such that said second tongue 
member is aligned with, and removably passable through, said second 
release groove of said vessel and said second perimeter aperture of said 
blocking member in said lid releasing conflation. 

An assembly according to claim 15, wherein said blocking member is ii 
sealed and fully obstructed relation with respect to said interior of said 
vessel In said lid secured configuration. 

An assembly accordhg to dajm 16, wherein each one of said 
compartments Is of a sub^antially equal size to each respective other 
one, wherein said lid aperture of said central lid portion is sized and 
shaped so as to be rotatabry posrtionable, with rotation of said fid 
member, In substantially overlying relation with a selected single one of 
said Compartments. ; 

An assembly eeoortiing to dam 16, wherein each one of said 
compartments is of a substantially ©qua! size to each respective other 
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one, wherein said lid aperture of said central lid portion is sized and 
shaped so as to be rotatably positionable, with rotation of said lid 
member, in substantially overlying relation with a selected adjacent two of 
said compartments. 

An assembly according to one of claims 17 and 18* wherein said 
continuous side wall of said vessel is substantially cylindrical in shape, 
wherein said bottom wail and said btocking member are each respectively 
substantially planar m cross-section and circular in shape and substantially 
transverse to said longitudinal axis, wherein said central lid portion is 
substantially planar in cross-section and substantially transverse to said 
longitudinal axis, wherein said lid member is substantially circular n shape, 
and wherein said skirt portion completely circumscribes said perimeter Dd 
portion of said lid member. 

An assembly according to claim 19, wherein said first release groove and 
said second release groove are each respectively elongate in shape and 
substantially parallel to said longitudinal axis. 

An assembly according to claim 20, wherein said vessel further comprises 
a handle member extending outwardly from said vessel. 

An assembly axcpRfing to etaim 21, wherein wBh respect to said 
longitudinal axis, sajd first tongue mernber, said first release groove, 
and said first per^eter aperture of said blocking member are 
respectively in substantially diametrically opposed relation with said 
second tongue member; said second release groove, and said 
second perimeter aperture of said blocking member, such that, h said 
lid releasing configuration, each of said, first tongue member and said 
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second tongue member is mm 

first release groove and said first perimeter aperture or said second 
release groove €od;;sa!d se^>nd perimeter aperture of said blocking 
member. 

5 ' - . '• 

02/035CA/amendedsf^c2,6.26 ; 
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